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Guests Tonight - Glen Dawson 

Rock Climbing at Stoney Point in the 1930s 





Photos from Glen Dawson Collection 





Guests Tonight 



Ellen & Chuck Wilts in Yosemite, 1947 


Photos from Wilts Collection 


Ellen Wilts 



Ellen on lead, possibly at Tahquitz, c. 1950s 





Guests Tonight - Tom Kendig 










Guests Tonight - John Ripley 



Photo by Bob Cates. Cates Collection 


John Ripley on Heart Bar Peak, 1976 




Guests Tonight - Elizabeth Pomeroy 



Elizabeth Pomeroy leading Muir Peak, 
April 2006 


Photo by Bob Cates. Cates Collection 







What Are the Angeles Chapter Archives? 


Paper Documents 

Minutes (Ex-comm, Conservation Comm, etc) 
Angeles Chapter Publications 
Activity Schedules 
Southern Sierran 
Chapter Entities Newsletters 
Membership Rosters 
National Sierra Club Publications 
Sierra Club Bulletin, Sierra Magazine 
Non-SC Publications 
Summit Magazine 
Desert Magazine 
Newspaper/Magazine Clippings 
Ephemera 

e.g., Banquet Programs, Brochures, etc. 
Oral Histories 
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Photographic Images 
Historic Albums 
Approx 12 Pre-WWII Albums 
Knapp Albums (25?) at Colby Library 
Personal Collections from Donors 
Color prints (approx 300) 

Slides (approx 40,000) 

“Duplicated” Collections (originals 
returned to donors after scanning) 
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E-archive 



Image Collections in the Angeles Chapter Archives 


Anonymous 

118 images 

David F Eisenberg 

148 

Donna O’Shaughnessy 

62 

Hiram Bailey 

11 

Mary Ferguson 

26 

Nora Posgate 

9 

Rosie & Lloyd Balsam 

81 

R.S. “Sam” Fink 

55 

Les & Sally Reid 

26 

William Barry 

32 

Edna Gannon 

51 

John W. Robinson 

13 

Wynne Benti 

13 

Pat Gentry 

16 

H.M. Severance 

11 

Randy Bernard 

16 

Chuck Gerckens 

22 

George Shochat 

44 

Phil Bernays 

8 

Alice Goldberg 

107 

Betty Southam 

20 

Tina Bowman 

6 

Jim & Louise Gorin 

104 

Ellen Sparks 

113 

Frank Bressel 

13 

George Harr 

32 

H.C. Stinchfield 

9 

Al Campbell 

28 

Weldon Heald 

14 

Les Stockton 

65 

Bob & Maureen Cates 

5409 

Fred Johnson 

13 

H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant 

136 

D.D. Chalmers 

101 

Bob Kanne 

7 

Bob Thompson 

28 

Chapter Miscellany 

33 

Jerry Keating 

157 

Louise and Niles Werner 

201 

Irene Charnock 

5 

Elsie & Eric Kent 

116 

Walt Wheelock 

33 

Walter Clark 

37 

Brian Leverich 

46 

Ellen & Chuck Wilts 

145 

Edgar W. Cook 

68 

Barbara Lilley 

10 

Lucy & Dick Woodward 

36 

Glen Dawson 

501 

Pat Meixner 

16 


Muir Dawson 

43 

John Nienhuis 

9 

Dick Worsfold 

667 

Ephemera 

87 



Cliff Youngquist 

6 


9121 IMAGES TOTAL (As of 9/28/06) 





Father of the Archives - Glen Dawson 



Glen Dawson holding early bound records and photograph 
of Aurelia Harwood. Photo taken at Chapter Offices, 
November 2003. Cates Collection. 


• Gathered earliest Chapter doc¬ 
uments and had them bound in 1930 

• Given life membership by Aurelia 
Harwood 

• Represented chapter on National 
Board of Directors 

• Pioneer rock climber and ski 
mountaineer 

• Former co-owner with brother Muir 
Dawson of Dawson’s Book Shop 

• Father Ernest was a President of the 
Sierra Club 




Note on flyleaf of earliest bound records 


3, 3^ . 








Mother of the Archives 



IRENE CHARNOCK 
1898-1984 


• Leader in Nature Study Group, Natural Science 
Section, Local Hikes, Desert Peaks Section, 
Camping Committee, Evening Dinners Committee 

• Angeles Chapter Phil Bernays Service Award 
(1969) 

• The ‘volunteer extraordinaire’. During her long 
Sierra Club career, she took on an amazing number 
of roles: Executive Committee, 1947-50,1952, 
1957-58; Chapter Chair, 1958; Conservation 
Committee, 1951-66; Natural Science Section Chair, 
Hundred Peaks Section Emblem-Holder, Southern 
Sierran editor, reporter and subscription manager, 
volunteer assistant treasurer, and chair of a one- 
person History Committee for many years. The 
chapter’s highest volunteer service award is named 
in her honor. 

• Chaired one-person History Committee for many 
years. Rented office next door to chapter office in 
Philharmonic Building off Pershing Square to store 
records, photographs, copies of newsletters and 
schedules 



Mother of the Archives - Irene Charnock 


History Committee with van-full of material 
removed from Irene’s house 



L to R: John Ripley, Maureen Cates, Bob Cates, Paul Clark 

1984 














A DETECTIVE STORY 


When and How Was the Angeles 
Chapter Founded? 


A Who-done-it by Bob Cates 



First Clues 


Sierra Club Bulletin 

Vol. V No - 2 



June, 1904 


122 Sierra Club Bulletin. 


THE ASCENT OF SAN ANTONIO. 

By Willoughby Rodman. 

The highest mountains of Southern California are 
Grayback (also known as San Bernardino) and San 
Gorgonio. These two peaks rise from a common base, 
and, with that uncertainty which characterizes the 
nomenclature of this section, the three names given are 
applied to them indiscriminately. 

The higher of these peaks attains an altitude of more 
than 12,000 feet, and is said to rise higher above the 
level land immediately surrounding it than any mountain 
in the world. 

To the southeast rises Mt. San Jacinto, an extinct 
volcano, whose rumblings even to-day cause the Indians 
to speak of it as the abode of evil spirits. This moun¬ 
tain is said to have the highest vertical rock wall of any 
mountain in the world.* 

But the best-known mountain, the real king of the 
Sierra Madre Range, is San Antonio, erroneously (and 
lovingly) called “ Old Baldy.” 

Situated near the center of the complicated system of 
canons and ranges comprising the Sierra Madre Range, 
towering far above its neighbors, “ Old Baldy ” is the 
dominant feature of the landscape. It is the first promi¬ 
nent mountain to greet the traveler from the north or 





Willoughby Rodman Article 
Ascent of Mt. San Antonio in 1903 


The writer had the pleasure of making the trip in 
November, 1903, spending two most enjoyable days en 
route. The party was composed of six members of the 
Sierra Club,—Messrs. Force Parker, Clair Tappan, R. B. 
Dickinson, Ross T. Hickcox, Thornton Kinney, and the 
writer,—all of whom, except Mr. Tappan, took part in 
the Kern River outing. Taking the Santa Fe train leav¬ 
ing Los Angeles at 7:30 on the morning of November 
7th, we arrived at Uplands, where we left the railway, 
at four minutes after 9. 


But I must mention one circumstance. By that camp¬ 
fire in a windy canon of the Sierra Madre the Southern 
California Section of the Sierra Club was born. An 
organization was completed and work planned. The ob¬ 
ject of the section is to forward the work of the Sierra 
Club in Southern California. It is strictly subordinate 
to the parent club (Sierra Madre ?). It will take no action 
not sanctioned by the directors, and will always work in 
the name of the club, and for the purpose of extending its 
influence and furthering its objects. 

I shall not at this time trouble the readers of the 
Bulletin with an account of the work performed by the 
section since its organization, but state that we hope in 
the future to accomplish even more. 




A Prime Suspect 


In 1903, Rodman 
was a member of 
the Publications 
Committee of the 
Sierra Club. He 
would become the 
first Club Director 
from Southern 

California.. 


Out West, Vol. XXX, No. 
4, April, 1909 



WILLOUGHBY RODMAN 
_ Portrait by Marceau 


RO DM A X. W1LLO UG 1 IBY and A R A- 
BELLA PAGE were married August 3, 1892. 
at Memphis, Tonn,; they have two children— 
Thomas Clifford and Willoughby Page. 

RODMAN, WILLOUGHBY, Attomey-at- 
Law, was horn at Newcastle, Henry County, 
Kentucky, December 28, 1859, his father being 
Thomas Rodman, and his mother Julia Eliza¬ 
beth Willoughby. 

His early education was in the public schools 
and the Kentucky Eclectic Inst., Frankfort, 
K\\, and the University of Rochester, X. Y. 
In 1880 he entered the Law School of the 
University of Kentucky, graduating in 1882. 

In May, 1882, he was admitted to the Bar 
by tile Court of Appeals of Kentucky, prac¬ 
ticing in that State till 1887. In September, 
1887, he came to Los Angeles, and was ad¬ 
mitted to the Superior Court of Los Angeles 
County, October, 1887; later to the Supreme 
Court of California and to the U. S. Circuit 
and Dist. Courts. In 1895 Mr. Rodman be¬ 
came a member of the law firm of Gardiner, 
Harris & Rodman, which became Gardiner, 
Gooding & Rodman in 1898. then Gardiner & 
Rodman until igoo, since when he has prac¬ 
ticed alone. 

Mr. Rodman has done much legal and de¬ 
scriptive writing, perhaps the most important 

i:i the former line being his “History of Bench 
and Bar of Southern California,** issued this 
year. He collaborated with W. M. Chambers 
and Elizabeth Kenney in the compilation of 
“Laws of California Relating to Women and 
Children." Aside from many authoritative 
articles on legal subjects, lie has written a 
number of magazine articles, some of which 
on mountaineering subjects have appeared in 
Out West. 

He was a Director of the Los Angeles Pub¬ 
lic Library from 1904 to 1909. 

He is a member of the University Club. 


Sunset Club, and Sierra Club. 






A False Trail... 


After June 1904 come years of silence. No mention of 
activities in Southern California until... 



1907: Revision of Sierra Club by-laws published in the Bulletin 


Sierra Club Bulletin 


Vol. VI 


No. 2 



January, 1907 


Article XII. — Southern California Section. 

The formation of a “Southern California Section of the Sierra 
Club” is authorized. Only members of the Sierra Club who 
reside in Southern California shall be qualified to become mem¬ 
bers of the Section. The objects of this Section shall be to 
advance the interests of the Club in Southern California. The 
Section shall elect its own officers, and is authorized to take inde¬ 
pendent action in matters within the purposes of the Club, but 
which are of special interest to Southern California. To this 
end the Section is authorized to collect data and information 
concerning the mountains of Southern California, and to conduct 
local outings. Information collected by the Section and articles 
prepared under its direction shall be published in the Sierra 
Club Bulletin, if the Committee on Publications of the Sierra 
Club deem the matter submitted of interest to the whole Club. 
The Section shall be a subordinate body of the Club, and shall, 
as such, take no part in the management of the Club. None 
of the funds of the Sierra Club shall be used for the purposes 
of the Section, unless specially authorized by the Board of 
Directors. The Section shall provide and disburse its own funds. 
Southern California, within the meaning of this article, shall 
include the Counties of Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles, 
San Bernardino, Orange, Riverside, and San Diego. 




Willoughby Rodman Strikes Again 

Despite modified by-laws, no effort to form a Southern California Chapter took place 

until 1909—again by Willoughby Rodman 



Postcards from volume of documents 
collected and bound by Glen Dawson in 1930 




























Will Rodman Succeed? 


From the “Dawson Documents”, it’s looking good for 1909. 
Even Aurelia Harwood is enthused. 
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From bound Dawson Volume 












And There is Support From San Francisco 




The SHEWfflJflMffMfAMS Co. 

PAINT AND VARNISH MAKERS 

Factories: Cleveland, Chicago.Newark, Montreal, London. Eng 
■ Sales Offices and Warehouses in Principal Cities 


RAILWAY AND MARINE DEPARTMENTS 


E. T. PARSONS, Manager 
454-466 Second Street 
San Francisco, Cal. 


Port laid,.Oreg..o.n,.9./.6./.1..9.Q 9 

My Dear Rodmans- 

Please accept my very best wishes for the success, activity 
and long life of the Southern California Section of the Sierra Club. 1 
I wish I might be with you on the occasion of its organization but must 
be content to Send my greeting and best regards to you all.' 

Tours faithfully. 





Edward T. Parsons, Sierra Club Director 

Sierra Club lodge at Soda Springs in 
Tuolumne Meadows named after Parsons 







Rodman Also Has the Blessing of Club Secretary Will Colby 


To explore, enjoy, and render accessible the mountain regions of the Pacific Coast; to publish authentic information concerning them; to enlist the 
support and co-operation of the people and the Government in preserving the forests and other natural features of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.” 



Board of Directors—1909-1910 
Mr. John Muir, President .... Martinez 

Prof. A. G. McAdie, Vice-President . San Francisco 
Prof. J. N. Le Conte, Treasurer . . . Berkeley 

Mr. William E. Colby, Secretary . . San Francisco 

Prof. Wm. F. Bade.Berkeley 

Prof. George Davidson .... San Francisco 
Prof. E. C. Franklin . . . Stanford University 

vice Prof. Wm. R. Dudley, resigned 
Mr. E. T. Parsons .... San Francisco 
Mr. Willoughby Rodman . . . Los Angeles 

Outing Committee 


Honorary Vice-Presidents 
Prof. George Davidson 
Mr. R. U. Johnson . 

Pres. David Starr Jordan 
Mr. Gifford Pinchot 


. . San Francisco 

The Century, New York 
Stanford University 
. Washington, D. C. 


Committee c 


Publications 


SIERRA CLUB 
302 MILLS BUILDING 
San Francisco, Cal. 


Mr. Elliott McAllister, Editor . . San Francisco 

Prof. Wm. F. Bade, Book Reviews . . Berkeley 

Prof. Wm. R. Dudley, Forestry Notes . Stanford Univ. 
Prof. J. E. Church, Jr. Prof. W. C. Morgan 

Mr. Alex. G. Eells Mr. E. T. Parsons 

Mr. J. S. Hutchinson, Jr. Prof. H. W. Rolfe 
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SIERRA CLUB 
302 MILLS BUILDING 
San Francisco, Cal. 


Committee on Publications 

Mr. Elliott McAllister, Editor . . San Francisco 

Prof. Wm. F. Bade, Book Reviews . . Berkeley 

Prof. Wm. R. Dudley, Forestry Notes . Stanford Univ. 
Prof. J. E. Church. Jr. Prof. W. C. Morgan 

Mr. Alex. G. Eells Mr. E. T. Parsons 

Mr. J. S. Hutchinson, Jr. Prof. H. W. Rolfe 
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SECRETARy OF SIERRA CLUB 


'-Cn: ULr , 



From bound Dawson Volume 













Yet Another False Start... 


Nothing More for Another Two Years 


We have to jump to 1911 



Another Clue Appears 







As Usual, the Press is 
on Top of Things 


From bound Dawson Volume 


Article from Los Angeles newspaper 
referring to organizational meeting 
conducted November 1,1911 


About 200 Sierra Club members 
in Southern California 


Vail 


Southern. 


FRIDAY MORNING,, NO 


BRANCH OF 

SIERRA CLUB. 

Local Mountain Climbers 
Take Action. 


| Famous Organization lias 
Many Members Here. 


\ Southern California fI ills to 
Be Exploited. 


After long months of waiting and 
preparation, a Southern California 
branch of the famous and classic Sier¬ 
ra Club of California has been 
launched. 

At a meeting held Wednesday 
night in the Knickerbocker Clubrooms, 
on South Hill street, fifty enthusiasts 
who know and love the mountains, 
trees and streams of California met 
a.nd formed the nucleus around which 
will gather a southern branch of the 
famous organization. 

The Sierra Club of California, whose 
headquarters are in San Francisco, is 
one of the most distinguished organ¬ 
izations in America and numbers 
among its members names which have 
been written in the scroll of achieve¬ 
ment in many walks of life. Th e or¬ 
ganization of which John Muir, the 
Ijfver of the great mountains and trees, 
is prCsidenf, has accomplished won¬ 
ders in its own fiel d., i n spreading a 
knowledge tw 1 t frwfM^rra.s of C»lrf©®*M*r 
to the world, and in bettering forestry 
conditions where possible. 

There' are about 300 members of 
the organization now living in South¬ 
ern California. Thev have appreciated 
the fact that they are a long distance , 
from the center of the organization, j 
and also that there is little attention | 
paid to Southern California mountains, I 
trees and streams, by the parent or¬ 
ganization. 

During the formation of the bylaws 
of the Sierra Club, a clause was in¬ 
serted permitting the, resident mem¬ 
bers of Southern California to form a 
southern branch of the club when so 
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attempted, but fell through, because 

the plans prepared were too ambitious 
at the start. 

The plans made tentatively are to 
have the organization centralized to 
such an extent that it will accomplish 
the greatest results. Various walks 
will be arranged at short intervals, and 
a list of these walks is now being pre¬ 
pared. They will be printed and is¬ 
sued to the members. 
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J IXTEEN motor cars 

I nlimbers and name 


BRANCH OF 

SIERRA CLUB. 


Local Mountain Climbers 
Take Action. 


j Famous Organization Has 
Many Members Here. 


Southern California Hills to 
Be Exploited. 


After long months of waiting and 
preparation, a Southern California 
branch of the famous and classic Sier¬ 
ra Club of California has been 
launched. 

At a meeting held Wednesday 
night in the Knickerbocker Clubrooms, 
on South Hill street, fifty enthusiasts 
who know and love the mountains, 
trees and streams of California met 
and formed the nucleus around which 
will gather a southern branch of the 
famous organization. 

The Sierra Club of California, whose 
headquarters are in San Francisco, is 
one of the most distinguished organ¬ 
izations in America and numbers 
among its members names which have 
been written in the scroll of achieve¬ 
ment in many walks of life. The or¬ 
ganization of which John Muir, the 
lefver of the great mountains and trees, 
is president, has accomplished won¬ 
ders jn its own field*, in spreading a 
knowledge 'tftF“S*erras of c:a iiiorma 
to the world, and in bettering forestry 
conditions where possible. 

There are about 300 members of 
the organization now living in South¬ 
ern California, Thev have appreciated 
the fact that they are a long distance 
from the center of the organization, 
and also that there is little attention 
paid to Southern California mountains, 
trees and streams, by the parent or- 




















































November 3,1911 Newspaper Article 


Vague reference to failed 
1909 attempt 


First Chapter outing 


William B. Boland called the 
organizational meeting. Phil 
Bernays not mentioned, but was 
also key player. 


ganization. 

During the formation of the bylaws 
of the Sierra Club, a clause was in¬ 
serted permitting* the resident mem¬ 
bers of Southern California to form a 
southern oranch of the club when so 
desired. A year or more ago this was 
attempted, but fell through, because 
the plans prepared were too ambitious 
at the start. 

The plans made tentatively are to 
have the organization centralized to 
such an extent that it will accomplish 
the greatest results. Various walks 
will be arranged at short intervals, and 
a list of these walks is now being pre¬ 
pared. They will be printed and is¬ 
sued to the members. 

r T' r\ nro IJr rtlrl C? 



I November 12, and the route will ~be 
from Pasadena to Glendale, through 
the Arroyo Seco and Dark Canyon. It 
will be about twelve miles in length 
and will traverse one of the most 
picturesque portions of Los Angeles 
county. 

This is but a sample of what the 
southern branch of the club plans to 
do. The Sierra Madre Mountains have 
a thousand and one out-of-the-way 
nooks which the club will explore 
and map out, bringing them to the 
attention of the residents of South¬ 
ern California. 

At the meeting held Wednesday a 
board of directors was elected as fol¬ 
lows: II. K. Bailey, Miss Kearns, Miss 
W. Van Hagan. Miss A. M. 'Walker, 
W. M. Caswell, Claire S. Tappaan. 
William P. Boland, P. S. Bernays and 
Mr. Sheppardson. Mr. Caswell was 
elected treasurer and the election of 
the other officials was hVd over until 
the meeting next Tuesday, when the 
selection will be made from the pres¬ 
ent board of directors. The dues have 
been fixed at $2 per year. half of 
which is payable in advance. 


William B. Boland, who issued the 
call for the first meeting of the new I 
branch, is enthusiastic over the pros- 1| 
poets of the organization. He says j 
that Southern California is jusi aa] 
bountiful in beautiful out-of-the-way 
places as Northern California, and hq| 
is of the opinion that when they ar< 
visited on the walking tours and be- : 
come well known, that they will be 
very popular and will make for an [ 
increased interest in mountain climb¬ 
ing and personal exploration. 

The southern branch has adopted 
as its slogan thfe same declaration as | 
the original Sierra Club, that is, “To 
explore, enjoy and render accessible | 
the mountain regions of the Pacific* 
Coast; to publish authentic Informa¬ 
tion concerning them; to enlist the! 
support and co-operation of the peo* 

I oh- and the government in pi¬ 
ll the forests and other natural features | 
of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.” 
















Another Clue - This is Real Thing 


Newspaper account 
confirmed by subsequent 
report in the Bulletin 


Sierra Club Bulletin 

Vol. VIII No - 3 



January, 1912 


Clair Tappaan first 


Reports of Committees . 209 

Southern California Section of the Sierra Club. 


air 


In response to an invitation sent to Sierra Club members in 
the immediate vicinity of Los Angeles, nearly fifty gathered in 
the Knickerbocker Club rooms on South Hill Street in that 
city, on the evening of November 1, 1911. These enthusiastically 
became the nucleus of a Southern California Section of the Sierra 
Club, adopted the by-laws of the parent organization, chose a 
governing body of nine to be known as the Executive Com¬ 
mittee, and declared in favor of holding regular Local Outings. 

The following were elected members of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee to hold office for one year from October 1, 1911, or until 
the election of their successors: Messrs. Clair S. Tappaan, 
W. M. Caswell, Everett Shepardson, H. E. Bailey, Wm. P. 
Boland, P. S. Bernays, the Misses E. Page Kern, W. Van Hagen 
and A. M. Walker. 

The Executive Committee met on Tuesday evening,- November 
7th. The election of officers resulted in the selection of Clair 
S. Tappaan, as Chairman; W. M. Caswell, as Fiscal Agent, 
and P. S. Bernays, as Recorder. It was resolved that the Execu¬ 
tive Committee should be constituted a Committee of the Whole 
for the conduct of Local Excursions. 

In accordance with the by-laws of the Sierra Club only Sierra 
Club members are eligible to belong to the Southern Section. 
The dues for membership in the Southern Section were fixed 
at $2.00 per year payable six months in advance. 

Future elections will be participated in by the membership at 
large in Southern California by ballot. The sole object of issuing 
the call for the first meeting to members within a limited district 
was to insure immediate action and facilitate organization. 

Hereafter all communications will be mailed to the Southern 
California membership who affiliate with the Southern Section. 

It is hoped that all members of the Sierra Club in Southern 
California will join the Southern Section and thus assure its 
success. Kindly sign and return the enclosed application for 
membership in the Southern California Section. 


Miss E. Page Kern, 
Miss W. Van Hagen, 
Miss A. M. Walker, 
Wm. P. Boland, 


W. M. Caswell, 

P. S. Bernays, 

Everett Shepardson, 

H. E. Bailey, 

Clair S. Tappaan, Chairman, 


Executive Committee of Southern California Section 
of Sierra Club. 


[We are glad to note the active formation of this section. It 
has already undertaken several successful walks and excursions, 
in which a large number have participated.— The Editors.] 





The News Finally Appears in the 
Sierra Club Board of Directors 
Minutes 



Dm. 
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CLUB held Sat rlr.;,*. Lee. ’ »»t. ir .. 

There rr©r© present !>nors.r»QArti©. Colby, 
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An Eyewitness Testifies Sixty-Four Years Later! 





An Eyewitness Testifies Sixty-Four Years Later! 


One of the leading southern California figures in Sierra Club 
history is Philip S. Bernays, a member of the club for seventy 
years o Phil served as a member of the Sierra Club Board of Direc¬ 
tors from 1919 to 1953, as vice president from 1928 to 1931 and 
1946 to 1948, and as club president from 1931 to 1933. He is per¬ 
haps best remembered, however, as a founding member and 
active participant and leader of the Sierra Club's first local chap¬ 
ter. It is on his role in establishing and guiding the Angeles 
Chapter for a period of over half a century that this interview 
focuses. 


The Story From a Chapter Founder 


Searle: Did you go on many trips after that? 

Bernays: I went on two weeks--half of several trips—and on two 
full high trips in the future. But, getting back to the chapter, 
I was so enthused by my experience on the high trip that I 
said to Bill Boland, "What do you say. Bill, that we form a 
chapter? I see by the bylaws here that it's permitted but has 
never been carried out." He said, "Well, Phil, take it up 
with me when we get home, and we may be able to do some¬ 
thing about it." 

Searle: This was in 1906 now, wasn't it? 

Bernays: This was in 1910. The outing was in 1910. I had been a 
member five years before that. We had moved to Los Angeles 
per force . San Francisco was ruined, we thought, with a very 
doubtful future after the fire. 





Phil Bernays Oral History 

1909 failure 


Searle: Well, how did it develop from there? There were two of 
you as far as thinking about forming a chapter. Were there 
many other members in southern California at that time? 

Bernays: That was the point. There were a number of members, 
none of whom had met the other, and consequently, it required 
a little introductory work. Finally, largely because of the 
fact that both Bill and myself wanted to meet more of them, we 
went to the office of Judge Clair Tappaan and asked him what 
to do about it. 


He said, "Well, boys, I don't believe you realize that 
there was a previous attempt at forming a chapter, but it fiz¬ 
zled out." And we said, "How come?" "Well," he said, 
"they didn't put on their mountain clothes. They dressed all 
up and went to a banquet at Levy's—A1 Levy's--and that was, 
of course, the swank thing to do, but they hardly recognized 
each other in those clothes." And he said, "It resulted in 
having what they thought was going to be a successful chap¬ 
ter." 

A local walk was planned, but it happened to turn out to 
be a climb of the highest mountain in southern California, 
Mount San Gorgonio, or Greyback, and it also happened on 
the hottest day of the year. The result was, and I am quoting 
Tappaan, "Only the leader showed up." And thereby ended 
the movement for forming a chapter. 

Searle: This must have been some years before, I guess. 

Bernays: This was several years before. And he said, "Well, 
boys, all I can say is, I wish you luck." He said, "The 
man that has the files with all the names of people who live 
in southern California and are now paying dues to the Sierra 
Club, and who don't know each other—practically hardly do," 
he said, "You go over and see that gentleman. He is in a 
nearby office building." So, we went over to this attorney, 
Willoughby Rodman, and obtained the files. A card was sent 
out inviting those members to come to this meeting, and we 
assured them that this time we would not attempt to climb 
Mount San Gorgonio. 


Nov. 1, 1911 

Organizational Meeting 


We gathered about seventy-five people. They came from 
as far away as San Diego and seemed very enthusiastic, esp¬ 
ecially those who had experienced a high trip. That meeting, 
by the way, was held in the same block as the present head¬ 
quarters of the chapter only at the other end of it, at the east 
end of the same block, on West Sixth St. in downtown Los 
Angeles, in a two-story frame building. We were on the sec¬ 
ond floor, and I had a friend who had let us have the permis¬ 
sion to use his rooms. So, at that meeting, we got fifty 
signatures that first night. 
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Signatures of all the major 
players 

Clair Tappaan 

Willoughby Rodman 

William P. Boland 
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FIRST CHAPTER CHAIR 
Superior Court Judge Clair S. Tappaan 



Sierra Club Secretary Wm. E. Colby 
(also founder of National outings 
program) 


Marion Randall Parsons 
(Mrs. Edward T. Parsons) 


Photo of High Trip participants from 
Phil Bernays Collection 
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SIERRA CLUB LOCAL EXCURSIONS 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION 
Winter Season 191 1-12 


SCHEDULE 31 


Local Walks 

SIERRA CLUB 

Southern California Chapter 

Spring 1923 




f j *0 explore, enjoy , and render accessible the 
* mountain regions of the Pacific Coast; to 
publish authentic information concerning them; to 
enlist the support and co-operation of the people 
and the Government in preserving the forests and 
other natural features of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains . 

Club Headquarters 
Room 445 Wilcox Building 
Phone 13551 Los Angeles 

Mountain Headquarters 

Muir Lodge 

Santa Anita Canyon, near Sierra Madre, Cal. 


1923 

Changed to Southern 
California CHAPTER 


1954 

Changed to Angeles 
Chapter 
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SCHEDULE NO. 1 


Outings Descriptions and 
Rules have changed little 
in almost 100 years 


"To explore, enjoy, and render accessible tbe mountain regions of tbe Pacific Coast: to publish authentic information concerning them; 
to enlist the support and co-operation of the people and the Government in preserving the forests and other natural features of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains.” 

SIERRA CLUB LOCAL EXCURSIONS 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION 
Winter Season 191 1-12 

1. November 12. Arroyo Seco to Glendale via Sycamore Canon. Take 8:00 a. m. Short Line to Pasadena, transfer 

Altadena car. walk up Arroyo Seco, 4 miles: thence via Salidad Road, La Canada, through Sycamore Canon to Glen¬ 
dale. Total distance, 13*4 miles. (Attendance 27.) CLAIR S. TAPPAAN, Leader. 

2. November 26. Sawpit Canon to Deer Park; return Monrovia. Take Monrovia car 8:05 a. m. from P. E. depot, 

Los Angeles, to Monrovia. Walk via Sawpit Canon to Deer Park. Elevation of Deer Park 2500 feet. Distance 6 yj miles. 
Side trip to Falls in Sawpit. 52899. H. E. BAILEY, Leader. 

3. December 2-3. Santa Ana, Laguna and Balboa Trip. (Especial attention to No. 3 under Notes and Rules below.) 

Going in two sections to aid transportation facilities. FIRST Section—Leave P. E. Depot. Los Angeles, 8:40 a. 
ni., Santa Ana car: buy one way ticket. Arrive Santa Ana 10:00 a. m. Lunch in Santa Ana. Take noon auto car for 
t ••gnnn SECOND Section—.Leave P. E depot, Los Angeles. 2:10 p. in. Arrive Santa Ana 3:20 p. m. Take auto 
for Laguna. Those desiring may take any Santa Fe local, southbound, buy one way ticket Irvine Station, walk 
to Laguna Beach; distance, nine miles. Lodging accommodations to be reserved in cottages. Meals at restaurants. 
Return walk Sunday via beach to Corona-del-Mar, eight miles; ferry to Balboa. P. E. leaves Balboa 4:45 p. m. 
or 5:10 p. m. Arrive Los Angeles 6:07 p. m. or 6:30 p. m. Fares, Los Angeles to Santa Ana, 65 cents. Stage Santa Ana 
to Laguna, $1.00. Ferry, Balboa, 25 cents. P. E. Balboa to Los Angeles, 75 cents. Lodging in Laguna, approximately 
$1.50. A1289. PHIL S. BERN AYS. Leader. 

4 December 17. Griffith Park. Lockout Mountain and Hollywood Trip. 'Fake Glendale car 8:00 a. m. from P. E. depot. 
Los Angeles, to Ivanhoe Station. Fare, 10 cents. Walk via Deer Preserve, zigzag to top of ridge: follow up Lookout 
Mountain. Return Hollywood cars. 6 miles. MISS A. M. WALKER, Leader. 

5. December 31, 1911, January 1, 1912. New Year’s. Switzer’s Camp via Arroyo Seco. Take 7:20 a. m. Short 
Line for Pasadena. 8:00 a. m. Altadena car from Colorado and Fair Oaks avenue, Pasadena. Follow up Arroyo Seco; 
thence via zigzag to Switzers Camp. Dinner, lodging, breakfast at Switzers. Fare to end of Altadena car, 35 cents. 
Switzers about $2.25. Elevation at Switzers. 2750 feet. Distance from Pasadena to Switzers, 13 miles. (See No. 3) un¬ 
der Notes and Rules below. 15 mile walk each day. 

F5736. PROF. EVERETT SHEPARDSON, Leader. 

6. January 13-14. Mt. Wilscn to Mt. Lowe via Skyline. Take 1:05 p. m. Sierra Madre car Saturday to Sierra Madre. 
Climb Wilson trail. Dinner, lodging, breakfast at Mt. Wilson Hotel, $2.25. Early start for Mt. Lowe via Ridge. Carry 
lunch from hotel. Those desiring may return to the city from Mt. Lowe upon 2:00 p. m.. 4:30 p. ni. or 7:00 p. m. cars. 
Others walk to Altadena via Castle Canon. Distance from Mt. Wilson to Mt. Lowe about 6 miles. 

A2683. CLAIR S. TAPPAAN, Leader. 

7. January 28. Eaton’s Canon. Take 8:05 Sierra Madre car from P. E. depot, Los Angeles. Buy round trip ticket 

Rincon Station. Follow up river to Eaton’s Canon. Distance about 8 miles VVM. P. BOLAND, Leader. 

8. February 11. Fish Canon. See detailed announcement in L. A. Times Thursday prior, under Special Notices. 

9. February 25. Topango Canon. See detailed announcement in L. A. Times Thursday prior, under Special 
Notices. 

10. March 11. Bailey Canon, Sierra Madre. See detailed announcement in L. A. Times Thursday prior, under Special 
Notices. 

____ N OTES AND RULES. 

1. Change in Time Table. In case of change of time of departure of electric car or train , take the one leaving 
at the hour nearest the one given in the schedule, whether before or after. But examine the time table before each trip. 

2. Discipline of Walks.The leader is commander in charge of the party, and his will controls. To avoid any one 

straying from the trail the party should keep together. 

3. Hotel Accommodations for trips in which a stop over night is to be made must be reserved. Notify the 
Chairman of the Committee (personally at Room 822 Higgins Building, or by phone A1289) of intention to go not 
later than Wednesday noon before tbe s^trt. when flic list will be closed. li after sending in name ii is found im- 
possible to go, promptly notify the Chairman, that another may go, and to avoid assessment in some cases where 
remote hotels provide for more than go. 

4. Knapsack Trips. Those desiring to knapsack may do so on any of the overnight trips. But notify the Chairman 

ot the Committee on Local Excursions, nevertheless, and state whether or not meals will he required. 

5. Lunches. Lunches should be taken from home for each Sunday trip and for two-day trips. 

6. Good of the Club. The walks are by no means for Club members only. Bring your friends. Tell them the good 

objects o! the Club, and it is very probable they will want to join us and lend their aid to the increase of our endeavors 
and usefulness. 

7. Schedule. Copies of this schedule can be had at 822 Higgins Building, Los Angeles. But keep your schedule. 

8. NOTICES. Announcement of Local Excursions will be advertised in the L. A. Times classified liners under 
Special Notices, in the Thursday morning edition preceding the trips. 

COMMITTEE ON LOCAL EXCURSIONS. 

Phil S. Bcrnays, Chairman. 


From bound Dawson Volume 






“T<> explore, enjoy, anti render accessible the mountain regions of the Pacific Coast: to publish authentic information concerning thorn; 
to enlist the support and co-operation of the people and the Government in preserving the forests and other natural features of tlie 
Sierra Nevada Mountains.” 


SIERRA CLUB LOCAL EXCURSIONS 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION 
Winter Season 191 1-12 


1 . November 12. Arroyo Seco to Glendale via Sycamore Canon. Take 8:00 a. m. Short Line to Pasadena, transfer 

Altadena car, walk up Arroyo Seco, 4 miles: thence via Salidad Road, La Canada, through Sycamore Canon to Glen 
dale. Total distance, 13j< miles. (Attendance 27.) CLAIR S TAPPAAN, Leader. 

2 . November 26. Sawpit Canon to Deer Park; return Monrovia. Take Monrovia car 8:05 a. m. from P. E. depot, 

Los Angeles, to Monrovia. Walk via Srwpit Canon to Deer Park. Elevation of Deer Park 2500 feet. Distance 6 x /i miles. 
Side trip to Falls in Sawpit. 52899. H. E. BAILEY, Leader. 

3. December 2-3. Santa Ana, Laguna and Balboa Trip. (Especial attention to No. 3 under Notes and Rules below.) 

Going in two sections to aid transportation facilities. FIRST Section—Leave P. E. Depot, Los Angeles, 8:40 a. 
in., Santa Ana car: buy one way ticket. Arrive Santa Ana 10:00 a. m. Lunch in Santa Ana. Take noon auto car for 
] SECOND Section—Leave P E depot, Los Angeles. 2:10 p. m. Arrive Santa Ana 3:20 p. m. Take auto 

for Laguna. Those desiring may take any Santa re local, southbound, buy one way ticket Irvine Station, walk 
to Laguna Beach; distance, nine miles. Lodging accommodations to be reserved in cottages. Meals at restaurants. 
Return walk Sunday via beach to Corona-del-Mar, eight miles; ferry to Balboa. P. E. leaves Balboa 4:45 p. m. 
or 5:10 p. in. Arrive Los Angeles 6:07 p. m. or 6:30 p. m. Fares, Los Angeles to Santa Ana, 65 cents. Stage Santa Ana 
to Laguna, $1.00. Ferry, Balboa, 25 cents. P. E. Balboa to Los Angeles, 75 cents. Lodging in Laguna, approximately 
$1.50. A1289. PHIL S. BERN AYS, Leader. 

4 December 17. Griffith Park, Lockout Mountain and Hollywood Trip. 'Take Glendale car 8:00 a. in. from P. E. depot, 
Los Angeles, to Ivanhoc Station. Fare. 10 cents. Walk via Deer Preserve, zigzag to top of ridge: follow up Lookout 
Mountain. Return Hollywood cars. 6 miles. MISS A. M. WALKER, Leader. 

5. December 31, 1911, January 1, 1912. New Year’s. Switzer’s Camp via Arroyo Seco. Take 7:20 a. m. Short 
Line for Pasadena. 8:00 a. m. Altadena car from Colorado and Fair Oaks avenue, Pasadena. Follow up Arroyo Seco; 
thence via zigzag to Switzers Camp.^ Dinner, lodging, breakfast at Switzers. Fare to end of Altadena car, 35 cents. 
Switzers about $ 2 . 2 ^. Elevation at Switzers. 2750 feet. Distance from Pasadena to Switzers, 13 miles. (Sec No. 3 ) un¬ 
der Notes and Rules below. 15 mile walk each day. 

F5736. PROF. EVERETT SHEPARDSON, Leader. 

6 . January 13-14. Mt. Wilscn to Mt. Lowe via Skyline. Take 1:05 p. m. Sierra Madre car Saturday to Sierra Madre. 
Climb Wilson trail. Dinner, lodging, breakfast at Mt. Wilson Hotel, $2.25. Early start for Mt. Lowe via Ridge. Carry 
lunch from hotel. Those desiring may return to the city from Mt. Lowe upon 2:00 p. m.. 4:30 p. m. or 7:00 p. m. cars. 
Others walk to Altadena via Castle Canon. Distance from XIt. Wilson to XIt. Lowe about 6 miles. 

A2683. CLAIR S. TAPPAAN, Leader. 

7. January 28. Eaton’s Canon. Take 8:05 Sierra Madre car from P. E. depot, Los Angeles. Buy round trip ticket 

Rincon Station. Follow up river to Eaton’s Canon. Distance about 8 miles WM. P. BOLAND, Leader. 

8 . February 11 . Fish Canon. See detailed announcement in L. A. Times Thursday prior, under Special Notices. 

9. February 25. Topango Canon. See detailed announcement in L. A. Times Thursday prior, under Special 
Notices. 

10 . March 11. Bailey Canon, Sierra Madre. See detailed announcement in I.. A. Times Thursday prior, under Special 
Notices. 



SCHEDULE NO. 1 


_ _ NOTES AND RULES. 

1. Change in Time Table. In case of change of time of departure of electric car or train , take the one leaving 
at the hour nearest the one given in the schedule, whether before or after. Hut examine the time table before each trip. 

W* 2. Discipline cf Walks.The leader is commander in charge of the party, and his will controls. To avoid any one 

straying from the trail the party should keep together. 

3. Hotel Accommodations for trips in which a stop over night is to be made must be reserved. Notify the 
Chairman of the Committee (personally at Room 822 Higgins Building, or by phone A1289) of intention to go not 
later than Wednesday noon before the stjtrt, when flic list will he closed. L after sending in name it is found im¬ 
possible to go, promptly notify the Chairman, that another may go, and to avoid assessment in some cases where 
remote hotels provide for more than go. 

4. .Knapsack Trips. Those desiring to knapsack may do so on any of the overnight trips. But notify the Chairman 

of the Committee on Local Excursions, nevertheless, and state whether or not meals will he required. 

5. Lunches. Lunches should be taken from home for each Sunday trip and for two-day trips. 

^ 6. Gocd of the Club. The walks are by no means for Club members only. Bring your friends. Tell them the good 

objects ot the Club, find it is very probable they' will want to join us and lend their aid to the increase of our endeavors 
and usefulness. 

7. Schedule. Copies of this schedule can be bad at 822 Higgins Building, I.os Angeles. But keep your schedule. 

8 * NOTICES. Announcement of Local Excursions will be advertised in the L. A. Times classified liners under 
Special Notices, in the Thursday morning edition preceding the trips. 

COMMITTEE ON LOCAL EXCURSIONS. 

Phil S. Bcrnays, Chairman. 


First Committee after Ex-com has been in 
continuous existence through today 
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William C. Barry Collection 

Bill Barry was an active leader in 
the early years of the chapter. His 
photo at left is the earliest in the 
collection, taken the year before the 
Southern California Section was 
founded. 








A bucolic scene in the Arroyo Seco 






William C. Barry Collection 


Hand-Tinted Photos 
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The Chapel at Switzer s Camp 


Griffith Park 





William C. Barry Collection 







William C. Barry Collection 



Alice Knapp Cliff Youngquist Ernest Dawson 



William C. Barry Collection 
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William C. Barry Collection 


Edgar W. Cook Elizabeth Cook 



Wm. C. Barry 
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William C. Barry Collection 
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William C. Barry Collection 

After it’s construction in 1912-13, Muir Lodge became the “Mountain 

Home of the Sierra Club” 



Wm. C. Barry, c. 1920 





Phil Bernays and fellow Sierrans dedicate Muir Lodge site in the Fall of 1912. 

Kneeling at far right is Charles J. Fox, who chaired the chapter 8 of the first 15 

years. 







Phil Bernays Collection 

Muir Lodge cost $1300 and was designed and built by volunteers 
except for one paid carpenter/mason 
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Phil Bernays presides at the head of the table. Sitting on near side, left to right, are Charles Fox (mustache), Chester 
Versteeg (close-cropped hair), unidentified woman. Sitting on far side, left to right, are Lester Moore (Muir Lodge 
architect, wearing tie), a man identified as Moore’s brother-in-law, Ralph Bernays (Phil’s younger brother), and an 

unidentified hired carpenter 





Phil Bernays with wheelbarrow, Architect Lester Moore mixing cement 







Chester Versteeg (holding saw) worked almost all of his summer vacation on the lodge 










Phil Bernays Collection 


The Lodge was decorated with bunting and formally dedicated on October 4,1913, 

Chapter Chair Clair Taapaan officiating. 
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A baby sequoia tree was planted and this tree is all that remains of the lodge today. 







Muir Lodge 


For nearly three decades, the lodge served as the social center of the chapter 



Photo from Edgar W. Cook Collection 


Most arrived by foot, first taking a streetcar to the end of the line in Sierra Madre, then hiking a 
six mile trail to the lodge. Heavy items and goods were brought in via Chantry’s Pack Station. 












Muir Lodge 







Muir Lodge 


The great storm of March 1-2,1938 brought it all to an end. 
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Wm. C. Barry Collection 

This view from April 24,1938 shows the last gathering of Sierrans to take shelter beneath the 

roof of Muir Lodge 












Muir Lodge 


Linda Hoyer holding the bronze plaque that once graced the structure 



Cates Collection 












Muir Lodge 


Pastel drawing of Muir Lodge that hangs at Harwood Lodge 
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Cates Collection 

















Let s Look at Some of the Collections 


Starting with the Anonymous Collection 
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The first Chapter Banquet, April 19,1912, at the Mt. Washington Hotel in Highland Park 



Anonymous Collection 



In the early decades, Sierrans could still take the Mt. Lowe Railway 







Anonymous Collection 



• First woman president of Sierra Club 

• Died in her second term in office in 1928 

• Wealthy family in Upland 

• Helped establish Mt. San Jacinto State Park 

• Helped finance chapter endeavors (i.e., Muir 
Lodge, Baldy Cabin) 

• Endowments to the Claremont Colleges 

• Mt. Harwood and Harwood Lodge named 
after her 


“Because of her, wild flowers lead a safer life, 
forests tower more grandly skyward, and 
many learn again the ancient lesson as they 
look toward the mountains with eyes that see 
and hearts that understand.”—Aurelia Henry 
Reinhart 


A rare portrait of Aurelia Harwood in the mountains 




Cliff Youngquist Edgar W. Cook 




Anonymous Collection 



John Muir giving a talk on one of the High Trips in Yosemite, approx 1908 





Anonymous Collection 



A chapter outing to Palm Springs c. 1916 











The first San Antonio Ski hut - built in late 1935 and soon after burned down - replaced in 1936 and 

still standing 






High Trip leaders sitting in front of dunnage bags, Hutchinson Meadow, 1939. Left to right: Oliver 

Kehrlein, Will Colby, Dick Leonard, Dave Brower. 








Anonymous Collection 



A group of Sierrans on a 1930s High Trip drying out after a storm. L to R: Nathan Clark, Ansel 
Adams, Virginia Adams, Alberta Wright, Dorris Barr, Cedric Wright, Mrs. Wright 






High Trip Antics - The actors in the farcical play “Exhaustos” written and directed by Ansel Adams 

(Note Ansel Adams in foreground playing lyre.) 




Anonymous Collection 



Dr. Walter Mosaur, founder of the Ski 
Mountaineers Section, 1935 







Anonymous Collection 








Edgar W. Cook Collection 


• Engineer with the Pacific Electric Railway 
Company 

• Forged the original andirons for Harwood 
Lodge 

• Prolific hike leader and photographer 

• Eldest of the ‘CCC Boys’ - Cook, 
Casperson, and Chalmers - The outstanding 
hike leaders of the 1920s and 30s. 


Edgar Cook at Switzer’s Camp, 1918 



Edgar W. Cook Collection 


One Cook treasure is this album from 1916 




Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 





Edgar W. Cook Collection 


1916 Whitney Album 









Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 








Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 
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Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 






Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 
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Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 





Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 







Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 
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Edgar W. Cook Collection 

1916 Whitney Album 










Edgar W. Cook Collection 



The ‘CCC Boys’ at the Baldy Cabin 
L to R: Edgar Cook, Kasper Casperson, D.D. Chalmers 






Edgar W. Cook Collection 



Cook took this picture of Alice Bates on a 
climb of Mt. San Antonio on July 10,1910. 




“Backpacking at an early age” 



At 29 Palms with Sally Olin and 
Father Ernest Dawson 

































Glen Dawson Collection 


Glen was a precocious child who started climbing at a very early age 



Scaling the roof at Terrace 49, Mt. 
Washington, Los Angeles, c. 1915 


At Camp Seeley 




Glen Dawson Collection 



Climbing Mt. Charleston north of Las Vegas 



Glen Dawson Collection 

Ernest Dawson joined the Southern California Section shortly after its formation 



Glen’s Mother and Father (Sadie & Ernest) and Uncle and Aunt (Tom and Vi) were on this 

chapter outing c. 1912 





Glen Dawson Collection 


Ernest Dawson chaired the Local Walks Committee for many years, and was the first chapter 

leader to schedule longer weekend outings to desert areas. 



Ernest went on to become a Club Director and eventually President of the Sierra Club 








Muir was always grateful for the trips that 
big brother Glen took him on 


306, 347 




Glen Dawson Collection 


Glen, with climbing partners Jules Eichorn and John Poindexter, initiated properly roped 

climbing in the Sierra Nevada in 1930. 



Climbing the Devil’s Crags 







Glen Dawson Collection 


Palisades climbing school, 1930. Standing L to R: Francis Farquhar, Bestor 
Robinson, Glen Dawson, Neil Wilson, Lewis Clark. Front row, L to R: Robert 
Underhill, Norman Clyde, Jules Eichorn,_Calumet, 1930 





Glen Dawson Collection 

Glen was in the party that made the first ascent of the East Face of Mt. Whitney 







Glen Dawson Collection 



Seven years later, he was back with younger brother Muir and other members of 
the Rock Climbing Section to pioneer the East Buttress route. 


Members of the party who made first ascent of the East Buttress route on Mt. Whitney, 
September 5,1937. Front row, L to R: Dick Jones, Muir Dawson, Glen Dawson. Back row, L 

to R: Bob Brinton, Howard Koster. 



Glen Dawson Collection 



We could do several whole programs on the 
Dawson Clan, and on Glen in particular 

• First ascents in Sierra Nevada 

• First ascents at Zion National Park 

• First ascents at Tahquitz Rock 

• Early desert peak climbs 

• Involvement with founding of Ski Mountaineers 
and Rock Climbing sections 

• Sierra Club Director 

• Antiquarian Book Dealer 

• Founder of L.A. Corral of Westerners 

• First archivist of Angeles Chapter 





H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 

Bob Sturdevant was an excellent photographer who participated on many club outings in the 
late 1920s and into the 1930s. He created superb photo albums in which people, places and 

locations were identified. 
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H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 



Rear row (from left): H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant (2nd), John Banks (5th, white pants), Art Johnson (6th), Luella Todd 
(7th), Robert Schonborn (9th, wearing glasses), Byron Schmidt (11th), Howard Sloan (12th, far rt). Front row, 
sitting, L to R: Dessie Daler, Frank Noel, Harry “Mutau” Wilson, Russell Hubbard. 










H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 



Sierra Club party on summit of Mt. San Antonio, June 30, 1930. Back row standing, L to R: Frank Noel (binoculars), Niles Werner 
(wearing cap). Frontmost row (from left): Olive Warner (1st), Charles Warner (2nd), H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant (3rd), Deborah 
Cunningham (child, 6th), George Lewis (7th), Ernest Lehman (9th, holding hat), E.W. Cunningham (10th, far rt, Chapter Chair in 
1949). D.D. Chalmers, wearing distinctive scarf head wrap, is sitting behind Charles Warner 












H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 



Sierra Club party on summit of Santiago Peak, Mar. 2, 1930. Sam Merrill is sitting in foreground 3rd from left. Kasper Casperson is 
standing at right wearing bandana head wrap and with hands at waist, with Russell Hubbard peaking over his shoulder. Paul 

Hunter is on the beam directly above Casperson. 





H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 



Top row, Lto R: Robert Schonborn, unidentified man, R.S. “Sam” Fink, H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant. Lower 
row, standing, Lto R: Harry “Mutau” Wilson, Ellen Sparks, unidentified man and woman. Kneeling in 

front is D.D. Chalmers. 





H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 



L to R: Kasper Casperson (bandana), Niles Werner (foreground, wearing hat), D.D. Chalmers, four 

unidentified figures, Frank Noel (hatless, at far right). 




H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 


Some Places That Used to Be 



Red Box Junction, 1930 




H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 


Some Places That Used to Be 





H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 








H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant Collection 


Some Places That Used to Be 










Louis Newcomb’s Cabin, 1930 






Beautiful People 


A Partial Selection of Some of the Most Handsome People in the Archives 



Balsam Collection 






Dorothy Beck 
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Louise & Ni es Werner Co ection 


Group on Mt. Whitney. Lto R: Jerry Otto, Luella Todd, Dave Richardson, Louise Werner, unidentified 





Beautiful People 



Sturdevant Collection 


Lto R: H.R. “Bob” Sturdevant, unidentified woman, D.D. Chalmers, Alice E. Knapp, Jack Fraud (?), 
two unidentified women, Kasper Casperson (hat & pipe), unidentified man 






Beautiful People 





Beautiful People 



D.D. was usually accompanied by his harem. 


Ellen Sparks Collection 
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Beautiful People 


And no one outdid D.D. in tying a head-scarf 






Sierra Club Women on Parade 


Ellen Sparks Collection 









Beautiful People 



Climbing legend Barbara Lilley, photographed by Niles Werner in the early 1950s 



Beautiful People 





Beautiful People 



Sturdevant Collection 





Sturdevant Collection 


Cherrie Devore, who with her husband owned and operated Valley Forge Lodge on the West Fork, was 
the acknowledged Queen of the San Gabriels (photo taken in 1930) 




Beautiful People 



Nada Berger, Maureen Cates, Delores Holladay on a climb of Weaver’s Needle, Arizona, Thanksgiving 

1973. Photo by Bob Cates 




The End 



Anonymous Collection 






